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Introduction

Model

The Staten Island Asthma Coalition was established in November of 2016 through the office of the Staten
Island Borough President, Staten Island Performing Provider System (SI PPS), Richmond University
Medical Center and Staten Island University Hospital.

Results
Asthma education is now offered in the after school setting. Our coalition worked with many high need
schools and their after-school providers to train, educate and empower asthmatic children to become
asthma champions!

The coalition has leveraged partners like the American Lung Association, along with leadership from
public and afterschool providers, as well as from Staten Island’s two hospitals.

The coalition is dedicated to improving the health of all children with asthma on Staten Island using the
collective impact approach, with cross sector collaboration.

Through SI PPS and DOHMH data, zip codes 10301, 10302, 10303, 10304 and 10310 were identified as high need zip codes on
the Northshore . These zip codes have the highest percent of children with active and poorly controlled asthma that frequent the
emergency room and have been hospitalized.
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Four Key Workgroup Strategies:
–

Care Coordination & Environmental: Linking families to care coordination, asthma home visit
program and remediation services.

–

Clinical: Adopting and embedding evidence based measures into Electronic Health Records
(EHR), as well as creating asthma registries and collecting data at each site.

–

Schools & Community: Strengthening communication and ensuring linkages to primary care
and community services for all children with asthma.

–

Data: Evaluating data trends to inform the strategies of our subcommittees, thereby aiding in
the achievement of our overarching goal.
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Train

Pediatric Residents and Asthma Educators from Staten Island University Hospital and Richmond University Medical Center were
trained by American Lung Association (ALA) to conduct Open Airways for Schools. CBO partners were trained in ALA’s
Asthma Basics.

Implement

After school CBO providers worked with Pediatric residents and health educators from the two hospitals to schedule and
implement Open Airways in the after school setting. CBO partners were tasked to educate parents of affected children on Asthma
Basics.
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11-13 Year Olds with Asthma by Zip Code

5-10 Year Olds with Asthma by Zip Code
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The Need For Asthma Education
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Our goal is that by the year 2020, all children with asthma will lead full, active lives with minimal
symptoms and a 25% reduction in unnecessary ED visits, hospitalizations and school absences.
Asthma is one of the most common health issues facing children in the United States. It’s the number one
reason children are hospitalized, and the number one reason children miss school. Approximately 4,000
school-aged children on Staten Island suffer from asthma. About 800 of those have persistent asthma, with
symptoms occurring at least twice a week. Recent data shows that nearly 100 children aged 5-14 years old
are hospitalized, and over 700 ED visits occur annually due to asthma on Staten Island.
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Next steps

Age Group of Asthmatic Children on SI
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Expanding asthma education in the Corner Stones, NYCHA Community Centers and additional schools in
high-need zip codes
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While the Open Airways program is offered by school nurses, for a variety of reasons only 50-60% of
eligible children receive the training.
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0 - 4 YEARS

In order to increase the number of children receiving asthma education, improve asthma self-management
skills, raise awareness among parents/ guardians, reduce absenteeism and decrease asthma emergencies,
the Staten Island Asthma Coalition developed a model to bring asthma education into the after-school
setting.

5-10 YEARS

11-13 YEARS

14-18 YEARS

The program consists of six 40-minute sessions, with each lesson incorporating group discussion, stories,
games and role play to involve and engage children. Topics include basic asthma information, identifying
and controlling asthma triggers, recognizing and managing asthma symptoms, getting adequate exercise
and understanding asthma education.
This school-based curriculum educates and empowers kids through a fun and interactive approach to
asthma self-management.
The program’s goal is to improve asthma self-management skills, decrease asthma emergencies, raise
awareness among parents/ guardians and coordinate asthma management among students, parents and
schools.
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American Lung Association’s Open Airways for Schools
The American Lung Association’s Open Airways for Schools gives children the skills and confidence they
need to manage their asthma.
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Contact
For more information please contact Kelly Pereira:
(718) 816-2226
kpereira@statenislandusa.com

